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CALC Council spotlight: Kerri Sinclair

I am honoured to be serving on the CALC Council for the 2024 -2026 term as one of the two
Americas region representatives. | am a strong supporter of CALC's objectives, believing that
we all benefit greatly when we share our knowledge and experiences and that this, in turn,
brings great value to our respective jurisdictions and the Commonwealth as a whole.

I'm very recently retired from nearly 33 years in the public service of the Province of British
Columbia, Canada, and am looking forward to moving into a consultant role. My government
legal career had two parts: | was first a solicitor and later a legislative counsel. In the former
role, | led the legal practice until specialising in privacy and information law. In the latter, | was a
generalist and have drafted both primary and executive legislation in a wide range of subject
areas.

For seven years, | was also involved with the Uniform Law Conference of Canada. I've also
enjoyed various opportunities to present at conferences and other professional development
events. A CALC members since 2017, I've attended CALC conferences and provided content to
both The Loophole and the CALC Newsletter and | was a presenter at the last full CALC
conference (Jamaica 2024).

I'm delighted to be a part of the CALC community and am very much enjoying contributing to
the work of CALC Council. I invite CALC members, particularly those in Canadian jurisdictions, to
contact me if there is anything you'd like brought to the attention of the CALC Council.

CALC Council member Ben Fraser was spotlighted in the last edition of the Newsletter. The
following CALC Council members were spotlights (in their previous terms) in the November 2022
edition of the Newsletter: Albert Edwards, Md. Jakerul Abedin, Jeanne Lee, Neil Martin, Michelle
Daley, and Andy Beattie. We hope to spotlight the remaining members of the current CALC
Council in upcoming editions of the newsletter.



Member connections with Peter Quiggin

Former CALC President Peter Quiggin travelled to Canada recently on a trip where he took
trains from Vancouver on the west coast to Halifax on the east. He then hired a car to drive
around the maritime provinces.

When he was in Ottawa he was able to catch up with another former CALC President, Lionel
Levert, and former CALC Secretary and Loophole editor, John Mark Keyes. Lionel was kind
enough to show Peter and his wife Helen (who some CALC members would have met at CALC
Conferences) around Ottawa. The 3 of them then joined John Mark and his wife, Nancy, for
dinner at their house.

It was very enjoyable and a good time to catch up on the time that they had spent together on
CALC over many years

Also, while in Canada, Peter and Helen caught up with Eric Boucher in Fredericton in New
Brunswick. Peter and Eric had worked together on one of the CALC Bulletin Boards that was set
up a number of years ago. Although they had never met in person, they had regular email
contact establishing and running the bulletin board. Peter was very pleased to be able to meet
Eric for the first time.

Late last year, Peter and Helen had the opportunity to catch up with drafters from the Singapore
drafting office. Peter and Helen were at the end of a trip catching trains from London to
Singapore and were having a few days to rest in Singapore. The Singapore drafting office have
always been very hospitable to Peter on his visits there and he was very pleased to be able to
catch up with them and have lunch at the Singapore Cricket Club. As well as the current head of
office, Jeanne Lee, they were joined by Charles Lim and Beng Ki Owi who are previous heads of
office.

Peter and Helen had also caught up with Douglas Hall from the UK PCO at the start of their trip
in London. Douglas had done an exchange to OPC in Canberra a few years ago when Peter was
still First Parliamentary Counsel.

During his time as President of CALC, Peter was able to catch up with the staff at the drafting
office in the Falkland Islands while on a trip to Antarctica.

It is one of the wonderful things about legislative drafting that it builds a community across the
world that continues even after you finish working as a drafter.



2 - Peter Quiggin with Eric Boucher in Fredericton.



3 - Peter and Helen with Jeanne Lee, Charles Lim and Beng Ki Owi in Singapore.

4 - Peter Quiggin with Douglas Hall in London.



Update from Bangladesh Secretariat by Rumana Yasmin Ferdausi

For the first time in Bangladesh's history, a career legislative drafter has been appointed as
Secretary of the Legislative and Parliamentary Affairs Division, Ministry of Law, Justice and
Parliamentary Affairs.

Dr Hafiz Ahmed Chowdhury assumed this position on 1 January 2024 and was made
permanent on 25 August 2024. His appointment marks a historic milestone, the first Secretary
in Bangladesh’s civil service to rise to this role with a dedicated legislative drafting
background.

Dr Hafiz brings over 25 years of experience in drafting and vetting legislation related to the
constitution, local government, energy, electoral processes, and more. He began his career as a
lawyer in 1994 and entered government service in 2000 as part of the first cohort of
professional legislative drafters recruited to support the newly established drafting wing. Over
the years, he rose through the ranks, eventually becoming the Division’s top executive.

In addition to his practical experience, Dr Hafiz holds an LLB and LLM from the University of
Dhaka, an MPhil from Islamic University, and a PhD in legislative reform of the securities and
share market. He has completed advanced drafting training in Canada, India, and Italy, and has
participated in international exchanges across Asia.

Throughout his career, Dr Hafiz has contributed significantly to legal infrastructure in
Bangladesh including the codification of national laws, development of the official online legal
database, and publication of legislative yearbooks and handbooks. He has also led
consultations on fundamental rights and electoral reform and served as a key advisor in national
reform commissions.

As Ex-Officio President of the Bangladesh Legislative Service Association, Dr Hafiz remains
committed to strengthening the country's legislative capacity. Under his leadership, the Division
has established its first training and development institute and is currently supporting the
“Consensus Commission” for national reform, chaired by Nobel Laureate Dr Muhammad Yunus.

In recognition of his dedication and integrity, Dr Hafiz received the Government’s Integrity
Award in 2020-21.

Dr Hafiz' email address is: hafizchowdhury@yahoo.com



mailto:hafizchowdhury@yahoo.com

Rumana Yasmin Ferdausi is the Deputy Secretary (Legislative Drafting) in Legislative and
Parliamentary Affairs Division, Ministry of Law, Justice and Parliamentary Affairs. She developed
her career as Draftsman under the mentorship and supervision of Dr. Hafiz from her joining
period of 2010. She is now in a Master program of Lee Kuan Yew School of Public Policy in
National University of Singapore.
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5 - Dr Hafiz Ahmed Chowdhury



Update from New Zealand Parliamentary Counsel's Office by Rukmani
(Ruby) lyer

A novel legislative event quietly took place in New Zealand last year.

A Member’s Bill amending the Family Proceedings Act 1980 was enacted in 2024. The Family
Proceedings (Dissolution of Marriage or Civil Union for Family Violence) Amendment Act 2024
(the Amendment Act) comes into force in October 2025.

A Member’s Bill is a bill dealing with a matter of public policy introduced by a member of
Parliament who is not a Minister. Since it is not a government Bill, a Member’s Bill is developed
without government policy and without policy support from government agencies. It is also
drafted without the New Zealand Parliamentary Counsel Office’s assistance. However, if the
House of Representatives votes to refer the Member’s bill to the select committee, usually
government officials support the select committee with policy advice. Further, the Attorney-
General directs Parliamentary Counsel to draft amendments to the Bill for the select committee.
This can require extensive policy and drafting work during the select committee process. This
Bill demonstrates the significance of public policy change that can be achieved by a Member’s
Bill through this process.

The purpose of the Amendment Act is to reduce the harm caused by family violence in
marriages or civil union relationships.

It allows for a marriage or civil union to be dissolved if a party in the relationship has been the
victim of family violence.

Before the amendment, the only ground for dissolving a marriage or civil union was that the
relationship between the parties had broken down irreconcilably. A party would have to prove
irreconcilable breakdown by showing that they had lived apart from their spouse/civil union
partner for two years. This requirement has posed difficulties for those in abusive relationships
with victims feeling “tied” to their abusers.

The Amendment Act provides for an additional ground of dissolution of a marriage or civil
union. A marriage or civil union may be dissolved on the ground that the applicant is a
protected person under a protection order made against their spouse or civil union partner.
Where this ground is relied on, the usual two-year separation requirement does not apply, and
the parties do not need to be living apart at the time an application for dissolution is made.



Protection orders include final protection orders made under the Family Violence Act 2018 or
the Sentencing Act 2002, and a registered foreign protection order. Protection orders can be
made if a court is satisfied that a respondent has inflicted or is inflicting family violence against
the applicant, or a child of the applicant’s family, or both; and the order is necessary for the
protection of one or more of those persons.

For an application for dissolution to be granted, a Registrar or Family Court must be satisfied
that the applicant is a protected person under a protection order made against their spouse or
civil union partner. Any appeal rights relating to that protection order must also have expired or
been exhausted.

Further, the Registrar or Family Court must be satisfied that appropriate arrangements have
been made relating to any children of the relationship.

An applicant may rely on a protection order granted before the commencement of the
Amendment Act to obtain a dissolution of their marriage or civil union.

The changes come into force 12 months from Royal Assent. This is to give the Family Court,
legal profession, and advocacy groups time to prepare for the change, and for secondary
legislation and the courts management system to be updated.



'Drafting Laws That Matter' Foundational Training Program by Heinrich
Muller

The Chandler Institute of Justice (CIlJ) conducted its inaugural legislative drafting training,
'Drafting Laws That Matter' - Foundational Training Program (Training Program) from 22 - 25 July
in Cape Town, South Africa.

The Training Program was attended by officials from the Eastern Cape's Office of the Premier
and the Eastern Cape's provincial sector departments including the departments responsible for
Treasury, Transport and Agriculture. This was the Cl)'s inaugural program for South Africa.

In April 2025, the ClJ also launched its legislative drafting training program in Malawi where it
successfully hosted 26 government officials from various government departments and
institutions. Those program followed legislative drafting training conducted by the ClJ in Zambia
in December 2024 where 30 government lawyers from key institutions, including the Ministries
of Justice, Labour and Social Security, as well as members from the Judiciary, National
Prosecution Authority, Zambia Law Development Commission, Public Private Partnership Office,
and the Energy Regulatory Board took part in a two-week legislative drafting training program.

The ClJ is a private institution that was established in Cape Town, South Africa in 2024, and
provides law reform advisory services, specialised legal training programs, and innovative
legislative tools to support transformative law reform initiatives across Africa. The ClJ is
founded on the belief that good laws are the cornerstone of a just and equitable society, as well

as a powerful catalyst for economic prosperity.

6 - Participants from the 'Drafting Laws That Matter' Foundational Training Program in South Africa, July 2025



The Training Program is practical in nature and endeavours to equip participants with
contemporary skills to craft and analyse precise, enforceable, and sector-specific legislation,

tailored to South Africa's unique legal and policy landscape.

It places a strong emphasis on—

clarity, precision, structure and adaptability in legislative drafting;

practical sessions to sharpen skills in drafting robust, clear and enforceable legislation;

deepening understanding of the textual development of laws; and

e empowering drafters to respond to evolving policy needs.
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7 - Malawi Attorney General Thabo Chakaka Nyirenda handing over a completion certificate to one of the participants at the
closing ceremony in Lilongwe, Malawi, April 2025

The Training Program is part of the ClJ's mission to partner with African governments in driving
impactful, government-led law reforms, while building legal knowledge and expertise that foster
good governance, sustainable economic growth, and social mobility across the continent.

8 - Mr Heinrich Muller providing training July 2025
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11 - Opening ceremony with Minster of Justice Hon. Titus Mvalo, SC in Malawi, April 2025



Update from NSW Parliamentary Counsel’s Office by Ariana Ladopoulos

In June, a delegation of 25 people from the Republic of Korea visited the New South Wales
Parliamentary Counsel’s Office (NSW PCO). The delegation comprised staff from the Ministry of
Government Legislation, which co-ordinates the drafting of legislation across the Republic of
Korea’s public sector, and drafters from across the sector.

The visit started off with an information session about NSW PCO’s role in the legislative process.
After the session, the delegation and NSW PCO staff shared a morning tea of quintessentially
Aussie treats like sausage rolls, lamingtons and Anzac biscuits. Speaking of quintessentially
Aussie treats, scroll down the page for a delicious recipe for Australian lamingtons!

The delegation visit was a wonderful opportunity to bring together people involved in drafting
across two different jurisdictions and to share knowledge. It was interesting to learn that
drafting and legislative processes in NSW and the Republic of Korea share many similarities!

13 - Guests enjoying Australian themed morning tea



Update from Canada by Kerri Sinclair and Jeanne Lee

The annual joint conference of the Association of Parliamentary Counsel of Canada and the
Association of Legislative Counsel of Canada (APCC-ALCC) was held on August 11-13, 2024, in
Regina, Saskatchewan. The biennial drafting conference of the Canadian Institute for the
Administration of Justice (CIAJ) was held in Ottawa, Ontario on September 16-18, 2024. There
were various interesting presentations at each conference and here we want to inform
members of two very well-received presentations given by members of CALC Council:

e At APCC-ALCC, Kerri Sinclair (Americas region representative) spoke about the
collaborative legislative development process in British Columbia, Canada, with a case
study focus on a recent project to draft court rules for the resolution of disputes under
the Cowichan Tribes Laws for Families and Children. This project was the first of its kind
in Canada — drafting for the Crown a law specifically designed to work together with an
Indigenous law.

e At CIAJ, Jeanne Lee (Asia region representative) spoke on the topic “Beyond Plain
Language”, which discussed Singapore’s experience with revising the laws into plain
language and the challenges encountered. The talk also covered other techniques that
have been adopted to make legislation more comprehensible and accessible beyond
simply using plain language.

As well, at both conferences, Kerri spoke about CALC and the many benefits of
membership. This, too, was very well-received!

note: See the April, 2025 CALC Newsletter for some enjoyably groan-worthy jokes delivered at
the CIAJ conference by co-host and CALC member, Charlie Feldman.

14 - Aleks Hynna, Jeanne Lee, Kerri Sinclair, at the CIAJ conference
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Update from Jersey by Matthew Waddington

Interactive maps of the logical structure of your draft legislative provisions

Jersey’s drafting office now has a way for drafters to be able to make, and play with,
interactive maps of the basic logical structure of our drafts.

The idea is that when you draft a provision you are thinking about the legal effect you want it to
have, and any conditions for the effect to apply.

You can produce a standardised If-Then version of your draft provision by expressing those
effects and conditions in full sentences, but still with the sorts of paragraphing and indenting
that you used in the draft.

That version can be automatically converted into “L4”, which you can then copy and paste into
a free website with a “visualiser” that automatically generates an interactive map of the
structure.

The map shows whether the provision’s legal effect applies, depending on how the user clicks
on boxes containing the conditions to indicate whether they are met in a particular case.

When a provision relies on a defined term or cross-reference, the user can also click on a button
to unpack the elements of the definition or linked provision, even unpacking further where one
definition relies on another.

Jersey's Computer-Readable Legislation Project has just finished working on setting this up
with the Singapore-based team who developed the L4 computer language and visualiser.

¢ You can access the L4 editor and visualiser at https://jl4.legalese.com, where there are

links to explanations for anyone who is already familiar with tech.

e For everyone else, we are going to make drafter-friendly explanations and videos
available through our website at https://crlp-jerseyldo.github.io (and our newsletter at

https://digitallegislation.substack.com).



https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fjl4.legalese.com%2F&data=05|02|calcsecretary%40pco.nsw.gov.au|8ab4efe09c32496c51f908dde037ae12|1ef97a68e8ab44eda16db579fe2d7cd8|0|0|638913251972263669|Unknown|TWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D|0|||&sdata=SFkq%2BGDlFcgRBYL5Ddp3vzWuM3QsfGRRDoyDmho2j7o%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcrlp-jerseyldo.github.io%2F&data=05|02|calcsecretary%40pco.nsw.gov.au|8ab4efe09c32496c51f908dde037ae12|1ef97a68e8ab44eda16db579fe2d7cd8|0|0|638913251972293614|Unknown|TWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D|0|||&sdata=eUEwTSG4ppFaerFw25ey%2Fx9%2FzvH9vomRmuN9IhhKOfE%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdigitallegislation.substack.com%2F&data=05|02|calcsecretary%40pco.nsw.gov.au|8ab4efe09c32496c51f908dde037ae12|1ef97a68e8ab44eda16db579fe2d7cd8|0|0|638913251972308684|Unknown|TWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D|0|||&sdata=wgesXiORDYF1ftDRY2dscGGZv5lkVDwLh%2B357RXZ7wA%3D&reserved=0

That will mean that any drafter can capture the if-and-or-not elements of a draft provision just
by relying on familiar grammatical concepts, on our normal paragraphing and indenting, and on
other common drafting principles, without needing to understand the underlying tech.
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New publication: Introduction to Legislative Drafting

On 29 April 2024, Juta Law Publishers, Cape Town, South Africa, held a launching function for an
exciting new publication, Introduction to Legislative Drafting, by Rassie Malherbe, Anton Meyer
and Heinrich Muller.

The book introduces legislative drafting to students as well as practitioners in all spheres of
government. It provides a ready-made tool for teaching and learning, but with its emphasis on
guality legislation, everyone engaged in legislation will find helpful nuggets in the book. To the
point and in simple language, the authors show that the drafting of a good law is achievable,
fulfilling and even fun.

Composed in a systematic way accessible to the diverse audience embraced by the
Commonwealth, the book covers—

e concepts and principles underlying the drafting of a law

e the legal framework within which laws are drafted

e the role, function and tools of a legislative drafter

e practical elements, experiences and advice surrounding legislative drafting

e drafting legislative sentences and provisions in plain language

e the structure of a law and composing a complete law in proper form and style
e drafting amendments to existing legislation

e drafting delegated legislation.

The authors tap into more than 22 years of experience in teaching legislative drafting, first at
the University of Johannesburg and for the last five years at the University of Cape Town. Prof
Rassie Malherbe is a retired teacher of constitutional law at the University of Johannesburg,
Adv Anton Meyer SC is a former Chief Law Advisor to the South African Parliament, and Mr
Heinrich Muller is a senior advisor and practicing legislative drafter in the Law Reform Unit of
the South African National Department of Forestry, Fisheries and the Environment.

The authors hope the book will stir interest in legislative drafting, inspire students and
practicing legislative drafters to hone their drafting knowledge and skills, and encourage the
formal teaching of legislative drafting in law schools.



They also hope the book will raise awareness that improving the quality of its statute book
should be a priority for every nation that leans heavily on legislation to shape society for the
well-being of its citizens.

The book is available to purchase online here:

https://juta.co.za/catalogue-details/introduction-to-legislative-drafting 114

15 - Rassie Malherbe, Heinrich Muller and Anton Meyer with their new book
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Member update from Dr Nikos Koutras
EMCRN Presentation at Curtin University - July 2025

As Deputy Chair of the Early and Mid-Career Researchers Network (EMCRN) at Curtin University,
| was honoured to present during the EMCRN session titled “Let’s Talk About EMCRN?”, held as
part of the Faculty of Humanities’ inaugural Research Horizons Festival on 4 July 2025. My
contribution focused on the pivotal role of the EMCRN in fostering collaboration, peer support,
and professional development across faculties. | highlighted the growing importance of
structured networks for early and mid-career academics in navigating institutional challenges,
developing interdisciplinary research pathways, and enhancing research visibility and impact—
both within Curtin University and the broader academic landscape. The session, chaired by
Professor Lucy Montgomery, was a valuable platform for cross-faculty exchange and reinforced
the University’s commitment to inclusive, forward-thinking research environments.

Guest Editorship — Laws Journal (MDPI)

On 25 June 2025, | was formally invited to serve as Guest Editor for an upcoming special issue
of Laws (MDPI), focusing on International Copyright Law. This invitation recognises my ongoing
academic research into open access provisions within copyright frameworks globally, including
comparative studies involving EU, US, and Australian jurisdictions. The issue will explore
emerging trends in legislative developments, access to knowledge, and digital transformation in
the legal sphere.

Webinar on Al’s Impact on Healthcare and Modern Medicine

| was recently invited to be a panel member for Gl Global Scientific Publishing webinar Death of
Traditional Medicine? Als impact on healthcare and modern medicine. A recording is now
available in the Members' Area under Previous Events on the website.

B

16 - Dr Nikos Koutras, Senior Lecturer at Curtin Law School
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Regulations and Reggae! By Kerri Sinclair and Michelle Daley

In May of 2024, CALC celebrated 40 years of existence with its first in-person full conference
since 2019, under the theme 'CALC at 40—common challenges past, present and future'. It was
wonderful to come together in person with so many CALC colleagues after the pandemic year!

115 attendees from over 40 countries around the globe gathered at the fabulous Ocean Eden
Bay Resort in Trelawny, Jamaica, for 3 days of conference programming and the general
meeting, as well social events and excellent networking opportunities.

The conference kicked off with superb and informative presentations from dignitaries in the
region. Conference sessions topics were varied, and Estelle Appiah was interviewed by
Michelle Daley. Attendees came away enriched by all sessions and with much to think about

and carry back to their jurisdictions.




The conference hosted a welcome reception on the terrace with warm trade winds blowing, a
gala dinner where many attendees wore fabulous national outfits and enjoyed a Jamaican feast
and dancing, and an evening swim in a bioluminescent lagoon. Some conference attendees
stayed on and added other excursions to their visit to Jamaica.

The conference was a great success (and a lot of fun, too)! Many thanks go to all who worked
hard to make the conference such a success. Special thanks to Michelle Daley for leading the
organisation of the conference and finding us the lovely setting for it.

Conference papers and photos are available in the Members' Area under Previous Events.
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CALC Long Service Awards by Michelle Daley

As part of CALC's 40th Anniversary celebrations, the Council decided to honour individuals who
have made significant contribution to CALC. The criteria for the award was service on the
Executive and or Council of CALC. Persons serving 4 terms or more qualified for the award.
These long-serving and much appreciated members of CALC were recognised during the Gala
Dinner at the conference in Jamaica. The honourees were as follows:

Long services awards went to:
Estelle Appiah (Ghana)

Katy LeRoy (Australia)

Lucy Marsh-Smith (Jersey)
Janet Erasmus, K.C (Canada)
Peter Quiggin, K.C (Australia)
Duncan Berry (Australia)
Walter lles (New Zealand)
John Mark Keyes (Canada)
Lionel Levert (Canada)

Peter Pagano (Canada)
Therese Perera (Sri Lanka)
Bilika Simamba (Cayman Islands)

Duncan Berry (Australia) was also presented with a special lifetime award for his 40 years of
service, being one of the original members of CALC at the Hong Kong Conference, over a decade
as CALC Secretary, his regular attendance and presentations at CALC Conferences and his
continued contribution to the drafting community.

Congratulations to all award recipients on this much-deserved recognition!



17 - President Andy Beatty, Long service award recipients Estelle Appiah, Duncan Berry, Katy Le Roy and Lucy March-Smith
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18 - Duncan Berry presented with a special lifetime award for 40 years of service

19 - Vice President Michelle Daley paying special tribute to Duncan Berry



Your CALC Council 2024-2026 by Michelle Daley

At the general meeting held during the CALC's 40th Anniversary celebrations, a new Council was
elected. Your current CALC Council members are:

Executive

President: Johnson Okoth Okello (Kenya)
Vice-President: Michelle Daley (Caribbean)
Secretary: Annette O'Callaghan (Australia)
Treasurer: Adrian Hogarth (UK)

Non-Executive

Africa region: Rahema Katuga and Heinrich Muller
Asia region: Jeanne Lee and Md. Jakerul Abedin
Australasia and the Pacific region: Ben Fraser and 'Akanesi' Emmeline Akaota
Americas region: Albert Edwards and Kerri Sinclair
Europe region: Phillip Chessum and Neil Martin

Past President (non-voting): Andy Beattie

Contact information for your regional representatives and other Council members is available
on the CALC website under the Members' Area.

20 - Members of your current Council (2024-2026)
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21 - Presidential handover

22 - Outgoing Council (2022-2024)

23 - CALC Executive (2022-2024)



New Model Provisions from the Regulatory Institute

The Regulatory Institute is pleased to announce the publication of its Model Provisions for Food
and Drinks Legislation. Developed with the assistance of large language models and grounded in
comparative analysis of legislative practice, this document offers around 700 provisions
designed to assist policy-makers and legislative drafters in strengthening food and drinks
regulation, safeguarding consumers, and enhancing accountability across the industry.

This new publication follows the earlier document Model Provisions on the Protection of
Vulnerable Persons and Persons with Special Needs, which was created using the same
methodology. The model provisions are not a one-size-fits-all solution; instead, they serve as
both inspiration and a structured checklist for drafting coherent, effective, and enforceable legal
instruments. The Regulatory Institute would be pleased to prepare additional provisions on

other topics upon request.

The Regulatory Institute's Model Provisions and Model Laws also complement the Cross-
sectoral Standard Provisions, which are mostly drawn from Commonwealth jurisdictions.
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CALC Website at a Glance

Whether you’re a new member or just need a quick refresher, here’s where to find key resources
on the CALC website.

* CA LC What's new ? Publications Members' Area Conferences Employment Contact us

°  About CALC

. CALCis the Commonwealth Association of
Legislative Counsel. CALC's object is to promote
cooperation in matters of professional interest
among people in the Commonwealth engaged in
legislative drafting or in training people in
legislative drafting. CALC has members in most

p ‘ parts of the Commonwealth.
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The CALC website is your go-to hub for member resources and updates.

Forgot your password or want to update your details?

Please see this information page.

PUBLICATIONS:
The Loophole — CALC’s Journal

The Loophole publishes articles on drafting, legal and procedural matters, and legislative
practice. It includes papers from past conferences and welcomes submissions from members.

To submit an article, contact Loophole Editor in Chief Aleksander Hynna:

loophole.cal@gmail.com

CALC Newsletter (what you're reading right now! )

The CALC Newsletter is an online quarterly publication sharing member updates,
announcements, and professional news relevant to members. It includes information on


https://www.calc.ngo/sites/default/files/CALC%20-%20how%20to%20update%20details%20and%20reset%20password.pdf
https://www.calc.ngo/publications
mailto:loophole.cal@gmail.com

upcoming conferences and events, member highlights, and developments across jurisdictions.
The next edition is scheduled for December 2025.

To submit an article, please contact CALC Secretary Annette O'Callaghan:

calcsecretary@pco.nsw.gov.au

MEMBERS' AREA:
Previous Events

Don’t forget to explore the Members Area to access presentation slides, event materials, and

photos from previous events. It’s a great way to revisit shared insights and moments.
Forum

The Members’ Forum is CALC’s online space for sharing ideas, seeking advice, and connecting

with colleagues around the world. It’s designed to spark discussion on drafting practices,
legislative tools, and challenges we face in our work.

The Forum has recently been refreshed, and we encourage all members, both new and long-
standing, to make use of it. Whether you want to share experiences, post a technical question,
or start a conversation on emerging issues, it’s a place to learn from each other’s expertise.

NEW FORUM POST!

Akeila Rigsby is seeking feedback on legislation software. Members are invited to join the
discussion with Akeila and share their insights directly in the Forum. Akeila has provided her
email address in the post. You can respond to Akeila's post HERE or email Akeila directly at
Rigsbya@gov.ms

CONFERENCES:
Belfast 2025 & Singapore 2026

Planning ahead? The Conferences page will be updated with information about upcoming
events, including the Europe Conference in Belfast (17-18 September 2025) and the next CALC
conference in Singapore (2026).

Please note: registrations for Belfast closed on 15 August 2025.



mailto:calcsecretary@pco.nsw.gov.au
https://www.calc.ngo/members
https://www.calc.ngo/members/forum
https://www.calc.ngo/members/forum/recommendations-legislation-software
mailto:Rigsbya@gov.ms
https://www.calc.ngo/conferences-events

EMPLOYMENT:
Contract Drafters

Looking for drafting support or collaboration? Visit the Employment page, where you'll find a list
of Consultant Legislative Counsel available for contract or project-based work. You can contact
them directly through the details provided.

Want to advertise a position on the CALC website?

CALC charges £1,200 GBP (approx. or $1,600 USD) to post the advertisement and send an email
to all CALC members (approximately 3,100 members) around and outside the Commonwealth.
Visit the Employment tab on the home page for more details.


https://www.calc.ngo/employment
https://www.calc.ngo/

Recipe: Australian Lamingtons

24 - Recipe courtesy of taste.com.au

The NSW Parliamentary Counsel's Office hosted 25 people from the Republic of Korea with a
guintessentially Australian morning tea which included one of Australia's favourite sweet treats,
the lamington. We are pleased to share the recipe below.

Originating in Queensland between 1896 and 1901, the lamington is one of Australia’s most
recognisable desserts, a light sponge cake dipped in chocolate and rolled in fine desiccated
coconut. Its creation is credited to a happy accident at Government House in Brisbane, when a
servant to Lord Lamington, the eighth Governor of Queensland, dropped his favourite sponge
cake into melted chocolate. To avoid waste and messy fingers, it was coated in coconut and
quickly declared a delicious success!

Ingredients
e 125g butter, softened
e 1 cup caster sugar
e 1/2tsp vanilla extract
e 3eggs
e 13/4 cups self-raising flour, sifted
e 1/2 cup milk

e 2 cups desiccated coconut

e 31/2 cups soft icing mix
e 1/4 cup cocoa powder

e 1 tbsp butter, softened



Directions

1. Preheat oven to 170°C/320°F fan-forced. Grease a 3cm-deep, 20cm x 30cm (base) lamington
pan. Line with baking paper, leaving a 2cm overhang on all sides. Using an electric mixer,

beat butter, sugar and vanilla until light and fluffy. Add eggs, one at a time, beating well after
each addition (mixture may curdle).

2. Sift half the flour over butter mixture. Stir to combine. Add half the milk. Stir to combine.
Repeat with remaining flour and milk. Spoon into prepared pan. Smooth top. Bake for 30
minutes or until a skewer inserted in centre comes out clean. Stand in pan for 10 minutes. Turn
out onto a wire rack. Cover with a clean tea towel. Set aside overnight.

Make icing: Sift icing sugar and cocoa into a bowl. Add butter and boiling water. Stir until
smooth.

3. Cut cake into 15 pieces. Place coconut in a dish. Using a fork, dip 1 piece of cake in icing.
Shake off excess. Toss in coconut. Place on a wire rack over a baking tray. Repeat with remaining
cake, icing and coconut. Stand for 2 hours or until set. Serve.

December 2025 Newsletter

Submissions for the December 2025 newsletter are now open!

Please send your contributions to calcsecretary@pco.nsw.gov.au



mailto:calcsecretary@pco.nsw.gov.au

